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1. (1:) 1; tta ched c".s Inclosure 1 are -t::e 1ate:;t "Lessons Learned" 
from coull-r;e-,:ilisur,nency opera -5i 017,s in tkAc Ae:?u‘;lic of Vietn&m. 

3. (CXh) This docum&nt i:; ClEissified C'OXTD~~TU~L to permit free- 
don of expres::jion and wreful analysis of o;~em, tional :ilethod.s and tactics 
of the 3epublic of Vietnfn Airmed Forces, to protect US advisor-counter- 
pr$ relations ::ii& to f!env Zny possi'.2lc use 13;' j-iis!lr~cnt forces. S~~ecial 
handling is required unde"r the a ;~pllcable :,:)~ovj sions of DA-DCI'Z(i-) ifhen 
released to friendly natic'ns. iklcxzsse to personnel of the? Republic of 
I'ietnam ~i.!-l bo governed by t!le yyovisions of I'ACf :,:emo 6, 13 Ott 62 and 
Ir~L...G :%x10 380-4 9 14 -;;'ov 63. Sanj[tized versions of this inf'or:,-.lation omit- 
tin.? da tes > , IlaBeS 31 n lOC? ',ions t'.~nd ~33 rticip~ ting ~)ezonr;cl and units may 
be prepred foi- ins-tructional 
tic.% u 

;)u rl7oses and/or offici, 1 il;S: i-lrmy publica- id 

4. (u) Coi..?iT[ents , q _ vestions r,nd. requests for changes in distribution 
sho:?ld be addressed to this :lezdauarte~s, A4~!TN: ._ 02.! Division, U5AS,X!. 
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- ZlAGAR-OT (S&A) 

a. General. A.mbush opera lions are dependent on current infor- 
mation of the VC location, movement pa3ern, and size 0: his forces. Since 
the bulk 02' VC zovcment is at ni,sht, nost of the ambush operations are exm- 
ecu-ted at night. Units patrol durin,,; th; 
'pie size of .t;l$ 

day and set a-ibushes at night. 
ambush 5orce to be employed and method of execution depend 

23%~warily on its ;?u-rpose; i.e. , nhethor the ambush is Co Lharass or destroy 
the enemy b; use of a deliberate ambush or an ambush of opportunity. 

b. iezssions :)srformed by ambush forces. 

(1) Ca ;3turing or destroyin: VC a-& ck or raid forces in the 
vicinity o:c populated areas. 

( > 2 &Tbushes utilized as a dtifcnsive fileasure in protecting 
hanlets and vi?%q-cc - 1- ~ L) . 

(3) Capturing or destroying gror'.Ds of VC as they attempt to 4. 
leave or re-enter -Ihcir v7ar zones. 

(4) Az.~bushes executed in order to ca;l-ture or kill VC leaders, 

s& by stay-behind forces in conjunction !?ith 

(6) In search and clear opera-Lions ambushes are s..t to inter- 
cc-d the J. enemy bcirqg driven into tile ambush position by th;:: warching element, 
This ambush mission can be used in conjunction ?;fith the "fire flush" and 
"ra5bit hu-n-t" technkues of scarchiiq an area, 

(7) Ambushes conducted aLF:,-nst targets of OiJGortunity. 

C. '.i~;?es Of 2i.lbUSh2S. 'i'.;e tv0 general types of ambus'nes e*mployed 
are delibera to ar;tbnshi:s and ambushes of o;?~;~ortiw-'~; A i'&? can be employed 
aLQinz3-t 20th veh.. CUlC:r an2 personnel targets, 

( > 1 -- L doli.lerate a-:b;:sh4 is on2 in tr1~Lch -21~ am'.w3h unit is 
assi.3iid a specific :.KLssion. It is ll;;rn;lally baskd on dctailtid intelligtinco, 
to J.ilCilKIe Size, cokqosition aliti 4 orr'arization of .i;ho 3iIc’Cl~ force, and the (, ,A 
timi; the force vi11 roach certain -,~oints or areas. -.T,ren this i~?~'Oi*~ -i;i on 
is not availa ,1;5 an arsa ambush may be esta-jlishcd :;ith several deliberate 
;720in-~ ni:?'i;uslles loca ted along thL ;Jro:;ablcl avcnucs of ap?r~a~h. Also, stay- 
bithind patrols can establish an area ambush b;- $acin,~ de1i::era-k ambush 
positions on sevtiral o'ti;~cctivcs that have beon ;)reviousl;: cleared. iklibexxte 
a;y.bushds also arti exqloycd outside strategic ha::llc'cs for dcfensc of the hamlet .* 
and to ram of an a-Z;x!;. 
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STJBJECT: Lessons Learned Number 39: Ambush Operations (U) 

‘20: See Distribution 

1. (IT) IISfE?OD~~TIOH: This edition of "Lessons Learned" is concerned 
with ambush operations em$oyed in counterinslxgency operations Sy t,le 
Army of the RepuSic of Vietnam (kxVU). Previously ;xXished Lessons 
Learned cn -i~lx!-s subject (Uu:i>ers lG, 15 and 21) are still considered 
valid; the lessons cove:?ed herein shxld 3e consitierel? as axJ:lentin; 
previoix coverage, 

a, Defini-5x1. iin aubush is a surprise attick upon a moving 
or temlmrarily halted enemy Tjith the mission of des-tzo;rinc OY ca2turins 
the enemy force, 

!I , . General. 

(1) Based on the f;:equency of use Sy AHWT forces, the 
ambush can be considered as a basic technique in coxl-llers=errilla v:ar- 
fzx. 'l'he (-,m'x~sh was also a ..rimary technic;.ue used by the British in 
fishtirx: :;uerrillas in I%la,vai 

(2) 'I'he use of ambushes should not be considered as a 
defensive tactic. Il'hen -;?roserly planned and a._--- <,+ essively eilployed they 
represent an effective offensive operational means of &efeating enemy 
forces anc!~limi.tin~ 1 his freedom of movement. In Vietnam, y/here Vi-et 
Con< (VC) movement is f:.+equently under the cover of darknesz9 use of 
night arnbushes is of great importance. 

(3) The effect of a successfuJ. ambush :Jrograx is not mea- 
sured merely b;r num .ers of VC casual-ties. Denial or restriction of 
freedoa of ::ovez:lent, 0th d_:.rin~-; the daJ'- and tile ni,$i-i;, is a ~lost im;:oi*- 
tan-t bonefit from an ambush 2rogran because the z;;;rerrilla must be able *to 
move in order to live. The continuous harassment, r::,stri+ztion of ;r,ove- 
ment and inability to acquire supplies resultin;; Lrom such a irogram have 
an adverse effect on guerrilla morale and efficiancy. 
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STJBJZCT: Lessons Learntid Itimber 39: Ambush Operations (C) 

( 1 2 An azlbush of opportunity is on2 in which available infor- 
mation of enemy activity does not 
at a specific time 

permit $anning or estaNishi~ an ambush 
, point or in a Larticular area. This type ambush is 

normally em;Iloyed nh:n friendly forces see the enemy first and quickly es- 
ta3lish an ambush to surprise and destroy him. The course of action to 
follow is determined at the time the opportunity for ambush arises. iJnits 
must be thoroughly trained in the techniques of rai$dly establishing ambush 
positions. Also , :xi;rols may be directed to move to an area, establish an 
ambush, and ambush the first pro-I-ita~le target -Zx~i; appears. 
of an ambush of 

iiIl example 
0p:Wrtuni-t y is shown at,Indlosure 1. 

d. Composition of the ambush force. The ambush force is normally 
com?osed of an assault elenen-i;, sup?or-l; elexnt and a security element. 

(1) The assault ele:nent captures or destroys the ene,my. It 
consi,sts of the ambush coxlander, a killing group and a search party. The 
i2iSsiQn of tlie killin, f;'rol;p is to kill or ca3turz the VC. The ;ulsSiOn Of 
the search -gwty, is to search the dead and I-:ornded for doctzlents, and $.ck 
up weapons and amt.1;?nition and equipment. 

(2) The support element provides fire suplJ?ort f'or the assault 
element. This element is arxed \:i.th a machine GUI and/or mortars and 
ninss, 'i?le support elelment >reven-ts the enemy from escaping thTou& the 
front or rear of the killing zone. If c. demolition -team is .lo be emiJloyed 
it is E pr-t of the supiJort element. 

(3) The ;;ecurit: elemsnt protects th e assault and su port ele- 
ments and covers the avenues of approach into the ambush site that the VC 
may use to reinforce the ambushed force. This element also covers the nith- 
dra?:al ofithe assault and su:>port elements and secures the rally point. 

e. Appropriate anSush areas and sites. 

(1) Areas, Numerous night ambushes shoq:ld be laid along 
railroads, roads, trails and waterways which the VC must use to approach 
hamlets and villages. These likely approaches can be deduced if required 
intelligence is not knosn. Sites for am.ushes can be found in remote areas 
by a close study of those locations whe6the VC contact the Jopulation ' 
vhile they ar e working in the fields. These ambushes should :;ie set before 
daRn and prior to the arrival of the workers in the field. Since the VC 
leaves his safe areas to enter populated areas, ambushes also should be 
laid along roads and trails and approximately 15-20 kiloneters out from the 
perimeter of the populated areas. 

(2) Sites. Once %hs area for ambush operations has Seen 
dcterxined tite actual sites are selected. &i2JLlSheS are i?lOSt effective 

-. y/hen the site selected confines -the VC to an area where he can be des- 
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troyed. Ratural oktacles :Zrt" nurnc>rrus in Vietnam for ambush positions, 
such as cliffs, streams, enbankmncnts, and narrox! trails rnd ro,cds with 
canals on either sLd~. i,n indirect api.roach sho;:Ld 'jc used to enter the 
ambush site, othervise the VC will detect the friendly movement and elr2ploy 
an ambush against GVU forces. lit tilnes us- 
-threr, 

t of circuitous route. i:my require 
to focr days to reach the al;lbush site. A ,patroi. may be forced to occu~~y 

an a~'~us11 site 7-icll a'head of the arrival of lhc tarot. b Ritieiicc is esscn- 
tial if szcrcc:T i s to be wintainL3(!. Therefore, units must be prepared to 
rem in in ai-~l'~usIi E.'rca s for a r?.tnimum of a wee!:: and often as low: as a month. 

f. A;?':Jush fo-n!lations. Typical ambush foriwtions bein:; ern~g1oye.d 
in KT arc linear, irL'f shape, "V" sha>e, and "Pinwheel" formations. These 
folma tions crln be c~:~..loyed effectively as del.ibc::a ke ambushes or ambushes 
of o;;:;~ortuni-:;;r. An cxplznat:~on r&th skctchcs of these forma'cions is at 
Tncloszres 2 through 5. 

g. kubushes employed in dcfcnse of z ha.rl1e-t. &::il size ambushes 
are es-taSlishcd outside a hazlct to :!arn of the direc ;ion of a VC a-L-t;c?.ck. 
These anbushcs aro located 500 to 1000 moCe;:s from each corner or side of 
the hczlct and on li!.;cly VC avenues of a;):?roach. !$Ose ;jositiOas 8x varied 
and :1:3ved one or more times to prcclucJ_e se-c-En<; a ga -i+rn. In aMition 
to these az>ush positions, zmbushcs are planned inside -liL;ti hz;11et with E! 
planned and rchcarscd cowso of action for ccc11 ;~ossi51c. sit71ation. &I - 
plo"vrrlent of an ambush inside a hzmlct is shown at Inclosurc; 6 and 7. 

h. Ambushes set :?y stay-behind forces. In starch an6 clear opor- 
2 tions p swrch forces estc7blish a;rbushcs in ~rti~wh2z::e the VC l??ill most 
li.l;Q~ return. '3esc may be ambushes of opportunity or deli&rate ambushes. 
Inclosurc 8 dcscribcs ambu.hes set ,y stay-behind forces. 

i. Demolition Ambushw. Point or arca nmkshes may be demolition 
amyjushtis , deliberate ambushes or ambushes of opportui+-ty using nines in con- 
junction with assault and security zlemcn-i;s. DcSmolition +rsonnel are a iz rt 
of -the s-krwort element. A A An example of a deliberate point amLush smith mines 
is shol?:n at inclostirc 9. Also an example o‘!:' an ambush of op;;ortunity with 
th\? use of r!ines is described at Inclosurcs 10 and 11. 3.4 followin,: are 
considcrztiws in planning for a dr:zolition ambush: 

. 
(1) In selecting tcrrzin: Choose terrain along a path, trail 

or road bordczed by woods, brush, s\';amy, cuts or ma-ler, Plzcc anksh on a 
hill or curve if .;;ossiOlc. .;'hcn ni;;;oti E: ‘i;ing hills or cl?rvcs, VC X?CViilg ele- 
i;lcn 7;s 2 r? slo!;Gd down, t'hcrcfore .-ccomin.:; i.lOIYZ vulntirablc to fire. 

(2) 'Jo J. &zss?.ry information of -i-he VC prior to sci.i;ciAn~ thti 
sit2 is tii~, terrain 2nd movc;m;nt of tzryct. 

(3) c onstrw3 tion of mintis , fra~~wn-ta tr';on char+s r=nd dcmol- 
itions (3ai.n 2nd branch lines). 
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(4) Placment of 15n1-s n:?d/or chc?rg~s. 
myloy is do;?mdz:lt u),on siz:: of ter~cti) 

(Nmbcr of mines to 

Jo Night ambush. The zinci~~l~s of m.' u:;:l o?srz-tions discussed 
above apply to night embushes c7.s v:ell as d:cy zrlbushtis. II OT"/ i‘ ve 1y' sw9 at night 
s 01‘12 zodificctions may be reqt?ircd. Concealmnt is 
observation 4 ,s liaited 2nd fire is 12::s c?ccumtc. 

,lL;ntiful G -I; ni:zht, but 

lj e 
%crefor;, nec?sons must 

,1x- 0 $ b.2 2: ly sited to ensure complctti cov~mgi: oZ tha 
:/cc? pan f:itil& of fi;l,, should bL fixed by s'G&',cs. 

killing zonti i-!Fth fire. 

-tog~t~:cr for b&t-&r con-t,*&. 
Positions should 'LX closer 

Alilbush gosi ti OXiS 
bu t 

&o:,ld :3e occugitid a -'i night 
zftcr a dzy light r,commissancz if fcasiulc, ~Pai?\,s sho:..ld 5,; used 

when ~~v?il~')le to ouy);)ort ti..e ::1~1S?.sh force. I-n.frzred ;rc;:son sights my be 
used by ~r;lbx~h forces to vie17 pcrsom>l aild objticts in the d::rkg 

targc-ts 
;.~~lcc it 

possiblt -lo firL on 2.p-Jroprir?.tc 
dct~r;~in~d CO~C si-~n~l~ by using 

t!t n-i,-*ht; ../ :': il<- send zild; r,;ceivc pre- 
tl1.G ii,xht SOUTCC 'LO tyzns;Tit ~:nd the 

lXl&cop~,' to rcxeivo. If required 2nd mzilabl+ 
mzrrl:ings my Ije ITsod for identification. 

1w::inous tage or ,jc?int 

k. Sill boats us&' in c-inbushcs. 

(1) In ;mrtially inundated ar0~1s such 
boats cm bc: used to position -t;h<; 

cs in thL Delta, smll 

or wi thdrwsls froi:l mbush sites. 
cmbush force r:il$ conduct rctpid pui-suits 

3ozt-tr;_ns~~ort~d forces 3re mt limited 
t0 kyin7 "!L? tCF?Ey 2i~llbUSllc:S ; thev ccn opera 'cc j-n z:ny 2rcc? r;iasonzl)ly 

l access- 

ible by wter. 

(2) Stwlth in mvcnont to position c;:n be zchicvcd bv usivlg 
pndd.lwz 0~ poles to propel t::c boats, instead of y.!otors. Bocts c:;lnv drift 
to positiLjn :aith Ltz currmk or tidt:l flow. I-;o-Jcvcr , lm:hile gaddling OT 
driftin,? to position, r!otors should bz affixed to the Loats (in the up 
positioil) so thr:t they cnn be used upon enmy contzc-l. ~~11 ambush gmrties 
cm 3c left behind uhcn pztrols stop md disnount to observe or r.;connoitcr. 
This tmhniquc is useful only 
h;:lts 

if bo<Lt forces coi:wonly o;lwt?te Tilith frequent 
r.nd du:~rl:=: tions 9 ::n6 if -Ihc sky-bchijld mbush --arty is smll in .'. 

co:-1;m+aon to thti total force. 
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rel;l;r'J.ng wa yons in a 3. -tm.~:.~~- a:~ !'msh. At ebb -tide , boats my bc stmndi:d, 
or soi'?e withdra-.a1 routes n:,y L-COTI; too shc:llo-r; for use. The dirtiction 
of cpg~onch 3f cnmy boots ; !;':y SC S:sd on -th; diroc tion of currmt floT!. 
:L'hcso fr!ctors mst cl11 ?lo considered in choosin<; thti lot:: lion, tim, and 
YIE? thod of c: n:iu:: h. 

1. F-r2 dotailcd discussion of‘ SY~'YU;I doctrir~ end -kc tics p 
SCU F?: 31-16, 'tCounter,,uwrilla f,pera-~ic:,ns", I?;4 21-75 ad ihd Wxtics 
2nd Tcchniquos o;?^ Counterinsurgent 0p;rationa" i’!~ixxl. 

2 . I.i!;?C c?:-ljllsh is th:.- basic tacticnl tcchniquL in countwguorrilla 
:A? rfa I"L' . 

b. As AN37 regains control of arms ai?d ostablishcs ha$L~tts, 
the VC T,;il.l have to ri--xin r!obilo in order to con-kct th, loccl ?opul:ition. 
'Zh:xforc the VC l-ii11 btico:-:,..; -.LOT; vuZntiraLzl\j to AXYIT ~~.bush opL'rt; tims. 
Sincti the PC is forced to 110~ in srwll groups a-i; nL;ht, it is nmessary to 
mplo;f ni.ylit as~bushtx. 

C. IE;:ht ax'bushes mployzd outsid ::ncl ~&nn;:d inside 'xnltits 
c?rz offectiw xasuros in dofuns‘; of hmltits. 

: 
d. 

-iThe ;2.:ogc, 
L%cn the VC is rcquirod to'.,,~ovj? froi:l his mr hones to contcct 

33.~~~ t;ckshcs CT\, offilct:.vL. thi: VC vi-thin znd vi-thou-t 
th; pcriphcry of tL.> '~'z:r zone;. 

11 kc1 
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(Rifles & Automatic Weapons) 
(6Q mm Mortar, q!!tbes, Booby) 
(-pa, -mm --, ) 
(Cbenade Launchers. 1 

(Asmalt and Support Elementa) i 

sectlri 0 
(Automatic weapons B 

-0 security 
(ht-tic weapon8 j 



Rifles 

and 

Automatic Weapons 

Security 

0 

IncZ 3 

Road'or Trail I 

Rifles and 
Automatic geapons 

Security 

0 
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(COMBINATION OF rtv~ ~$~TIoNs) ' . -,> "‘&) .' .4 ,: 
May be employed at road or trail junctiom, 0; in j&le a&b.;' 
Werpgr can be ambushed froPa w 

_ - 
direction, 

0 
L 

4 Ambush leader 

In these sitwatioas #I 
alternate poshtighbusAto _I 

and #2 assault e&me&s mitch to preselected 
erqage the emqy. 

In order to provide supp&b QI all directions the support elemmt is 
deplqmd fn center of the a&&h position. 

' 

\ \  
- -  - I_  - -  - -~- -  .  

-  ~- -___- 
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VC Deception 
2 

0 

B 0 
0 

0 

(Ambush) 

0 

0 

0 0 0 0 

(Ambush) 

0 1 0 Artillery Cancentratforrs 

0 ~ 
4 0 

erve 
of 8o 
ith 
htie o 2 
** 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 Four to six a&bush man 
c) to warn of direction 

-' of.,VC attack, 
c-- ---- Lc@ted 500 Preters to 

> . / 1'3 from each corner 
,3 0 4 : '%be hamlet. 

- The concept of the plan is to mce 
the front gate, If the VC att&ing 

mpting a hasty wit&.rawal through 
~3 to withdraw through the gate the 

ambush element by the gate with ax+&Uery. support 3&U destroy them. ff the enew 
chooses to breakout to their left the mines will, &&p Is&m and they I&J. be h a 
cross fire from the blocking and mbush force, 
ing through the breach in the wall he will be st 

IIfthe'J@ t&es to back-out by return- 

ambush force, 
q and the outsside 

&" ,$$$a. 'ysq This type ambush can be planned f r 
ua can combat a PC platoon with this d corner of the hamlet. 

Icn~l 6 1 





(Set Ambush here) 

- 

Area search forcers leave mal& slmM stcly bddad forw to establish 
an ambush on various objectives cm cm all. objecther, 

Jilcl 8 
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(2-60 or 81mm Mortar shells as n&t& electrically detonated) 

Automatic Weapon 

Detonatbag 
(wire) Mine 

DetomtSag 
of-4 

Positions of the ambush elemnts are flexible 8inee they 
can be placed behind the mines or on the flank of the mines.; 
The parados deflects the mines explosive power ti the doe-d 
dIrection, into the killing @one. 

* hXidO8. The excavated spoil o$ bank behind a trench or fox hole that protects 
perscmnel from fire and f&m being seen a&aim& the slcyliae. In wnjun&io@uith 

.;, ~&es the spoil is packed behind the n&m to control the directicm of'the _- . sf& a8 it OCCUTS 
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bomm Bfortar rd. 
Hasty Wne 

4 
u 

B 4.. d 

lzr 

--- IFriend3y Forces 
/ 

/ 
/” 

Blocking position and 
'Base of fire placed‘here. 

u Hastypaine 6~Mortarro& 

t VC maneuver elements 

r / vc unit 

Ambush of opportunity executed with use of &km mortar rounds a8 n&es. 
These mine8 are hastily placed as the VC maneuvers to both or either flank upon 
being fired on by the friendly base of fire. See Enclosure 11. . 

The M-18, Claymore n&ne oan be used effectively in ambushes of opportunity. 
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(&mm mortar ro 

. . . 
r-1 

(Detonat!@g wire is trrspped ardund 
the btx&& or in a m&l on soldiers -- - .- 

. f  -- 
- -T --.. - _--___ - 

r-’ 

(BatteriGr ig pockets) 

Ones are pre-wlred except fcwa@@uaent to the 
empltqmd bmtediately, Mine is set a&&as the soldier 
wireisu4wo~ and prepared for f%rb&, 

y---J , 
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